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PRE TENDED PROPHE 78, 
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„„ eee e The re- 

„„ veries _ thoſe enthuſiaſtic men, who have 

bs 3 formerly diſgraced themſelves by their pre- 

-] , tenſions to a prophetic ſpirit, have been in- 

_ duſtriouſly ſought fok. Even the writings 

of ſober commentators upon the ſcripture 

8 pròphecies, have been ranſacked, and their 

* . modeſt conjectures have been ſtyled pre- 

5 dictions. Many motley. collections of ex- 
tracts, ſaid to contain remarkable pre- 
dictions, have iſſued from the preſs, and 
have found numerous readers. Some have „ 
even ventured to foretel future events them 
ſelves, and, as has happened 1 in molt other 

15 -caſes. of the ſame: kind, they have not been + | G. | 
_ deſtitute of diſciples. YT” * — 
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While ſome are 
ſtupidly indifferent to every thing intereſting, 


which bas been manifeſted for propheſying, + 
and by the injudicious cagerneſs with which, 


pretenſions Ot this kind have been acknow- 


[He has behF2 it, bene Kent much - 
' ſurpriſe, He has ſome little knowledge of 
hiſtory, and he has learned from this 


8. that | 
_ pretended prophets are no uncommon phgno- 


mena, and that whenever they have appeared, 


they have never failed to impoſe upon the cre- 
dulity of numbers. 


He knew. alſo, that men 
are prone. to. extremes. 


others are too apt to receive the moſt extrava- 
gant opinions as truths. The writers of our moſt 


popular Almanacks are fully acquainte I with „ 
this weakneſs, and therefore, take much pains 


to gratify the multitude, who are fond of the 
marvellous, with predictions relating to the 


weather, and with obſcure prognoſtications of 
other matters; 


and if in a few inſtances, their 
conjectures are found to be right, the unſucceſs- 


ful caſes are forgotten, and the authors are 
i 2 as Net me 5 of fore Os 


* 


But thovgh it is  conſeſſed that. no new. 
thins hath happened i in the world, by the rage 
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5 | Hculties without regret. 
55 a which can N aſſent to ſuch bold and 
vun warrantable claims, muſt- be fitted for the 
reception of the wildeſt notions in religion 
and morality. Theſe pages will afford a few” 

. * . Inſtances of the truth of this remark... The 
5 Anabaptiſts on the Continent, and the Fifth- 
monarchy- men. in England, went from one de- 
gree of fanaticiſm to another, till at length, 8 


„ 
| ledged, yet no true friend of me 
_hold ſuch. an unworthy uſe 


we ſhall ſee, they thought they did God ſer= 


urder, e 
1 „ that this ſubjecting a _ to 


the natural conſequences of his believing in 


: ſome pretended prophet ; and this is an, evil 
Which is hurtful to ſociety. But it is not the 
only ill effect which! is to be expected. 1 have 
feated for the intereſts of religiog / on another. 
account. I. have imagined that the prefent 5 = 
 prophecy-mania, might be detrimental i in an-. 
ther 8 of viey. Whether I have: res" 


3 bon 


* 


kind cap be- 
f the Ne | 


Fhe underſtanding, 


vice, and were acting as the executors of his 
Jill, when tliey had recourſe to ANN. and . 


. adopt the moſt extravagant opinions, is one of 


ha ; 
5 . F 
WT ble on my | Gde; I ſhall dene be publie to - : 135 
Tanks after 52 the pg of "oy 15 8 N : : 
honſion. 1 , „„ 
3 | 111 is s well "EY in what a coakdeaty 1 bad . 
1 15 ſaid blaſphemons manner, many lg | © 
F | claim to inſpiration. They ſpeak as if they 75 5 c 
| L: were the organs of the Supreme Being. They ” 7} . 
ſeem to be as certain of wie they advance, as if Th 


they had ſeen : 1 atually ly fulfilled. Some of ax oF bs 

even ſpeak in the perſon of the great God, and 8 : | 1-7 
1 others profeſs that they received, what they deli. 
1 ver, by expreſs revelation; and yet theſe exorbit- . 


3 5 ant demands upon the credulity of mankind, are /, IE - 
7 eaſily acquieſced in by their deluded followers | E - 
15 the confidence of the prophet paſſes to his 
5 adkgerents. Theſe enthuſiaſtic rhapſodies are 4. 
1 conſidered as on a level with the ſacred oracles, 3+ 
and have as much, perhaps more, reſpect paid 8 © : q 
to them. But when it is found that the great Ou = 


DT things which have been foretold do not „ 
= 4 to paſs, will not many find chem ſelves diſap- V 
pointed! And as men are prone to paſs from 
One extreme 10 another, will they not then go | 
from the extreme of believing every thing, to 
the contrary oi one of believing almoſt nothing 5 | 
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. 7 * 4” _ 
© bis is eaſy from unbounded credu- — 
üty to unbounded infidelity. 1 ſhall in the 
cCourſe of this publication, give an inſtance of 
the ill effeck of this ſelf-deception i in the caſe of © 
5 George Bell, which will explain my ideas upon 
-- this ſubject; | That. infatuated man, after hav- | 
ing made high pretenſions to piety, at length, 
imagined that he poſſeſſed the ſpirit of prophe- 5 
cy, and upon finding himſelf - deceived i in this 
reſpect gave up religion altogethier, „ I with 
his caſe may ſerve as a warning to others, as 
it ſhews how nearly e enthuſiaſin and ireligion. | 
are connected, IT = "OT 0 8 — 
touch ps ik att dach extrava- „ 
gance, yet it is generally charged with them. 3 
Many will not diſtinguiſh between the con- 
duct of profeſſing Chriſtians and Chriſtianity, 
Itſelf, but impute every thing that is amiſs in 
the former, to ſomething that i is wrong in the 
latter. The writer of theſe pages, in common, 
with many others, has therefore lamented 2 | 
= prevalence of ſome recent abſurdities, and i 
from a conviction of the bad effects which may _ 
attend them, that he now offers his teſtimony 5 
: againſt them. . He is a ſincere friend to the 
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| bleſſed [2M] 41 "OM Chriſt, and would en- 
tribute all in his power to promote true and 
13 genuine piety. It is only becauſe he is * | 
| fuaded that ſuch extravagant pretenſions ae - 
FA unfriendly to the ſober doctrines and precepts . Fe 
of revelation, that he has taken up his: pen + * 
the preſent occaſion, 3 5 | 


The Luthor has "RP a Sha that a Nat — 195 
ment of the falſe predictions. of former pro- 
.phets, may ſerve as a check upon the influence 
"1 of others. „It has always been obſerved, . A 
that times of calamity are peculiarly. fertile | | 
s jn viſions and . predictions Es 1 
dne prophecies , and it has been as con 
. ſtantly obſerved, that they have failed of their ES: 
_ fulfilment.” Among all the numerous tribes be 
. prophets, 1 not one has been found, excepting th 
| biblical, who has not deceived the expectations 
ol his adherents. The inference I leave with my | 
5 readers. That which I have drawn i 18, that C 
cannot acknowledge any one to be a prophet, 5 + 


ill he has proved himſelf to be ſuch by un- N 
doubted evidence. We muſt withold . 
e Halhed's Teſtimony in favour of Brothers, p. 4. 
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: aha, till we had that he has predicted a con- | 


ſiderable number of events, which were far be- 


ſtate of the Chriſtian revelation, it is not to be 


8 8 8 Lg 


5 wth but of one exception t to- the rule 1 


have mentioned. It is when the *prophet has 


the power of performing miracles. This may 


=» filenceall doubp ; and if a prophet were now. 
to be raiſed up,! 1 ſhould expect that he would 


xe furniſhed with ſuch a power. Some of the | 


a pretenders. to a prophetic ſpirit, have ſeen fae - 
nheceſſity of being poſſeſſed of this criterion, t. 
and have boldly aſſerted that they had it. Thie, 
2? as WE ſhall ſee, was th folly and diſgrace of © 
Jurieu. The Flench od ; 
ſuchſa noiſe in England i in the reign of Queen 
Anne, ventured to alledge miraculous evi- A 
« dence, and e ruined their cauſe by . 


* * 10 3 


4D Patey”s Evidences N dungen Vol. L Þ: 349. 


_ yond the reach of human probability,and fore= 
fight, and that they have all come to paſs with - 
out a ſingle miſcarriage. - "This, however, Has 
never yet happened, but in the. caſe of the 

| ſcripture prophets, and in the preſent complete ; 


ets alſo, who made «| 


14 
n 


x - ; 


4 


: 4 - : * ' 8 . 
= « 7 . 8 . f yy 
2 82 ! os” 
A > 
J £ 2 


—— 4 — 
vw 
„ * 
3 7 FY - l 
. oy 2 4 
; 1 8 
: «a: * 
— 
* * 
A. 
- — 
5 1 
4 1 
PF 
od 
* 
560 - — i 
7 — 
K * 
7 
- LY ho 
* 
s we 5 1 
i 8 
6 | 34 
a 7 7 = 5 
5 d 
, 4 * 
. o 2: 4% 5 Z 
} 8 8 Bo: AE 
* * 
. 8 8 . 
7 a> 
< 8 2 . 
— 0 x S * « : 
. / FN * 4 3 
— , N 4 „ 
' 4 4 e * 
[4 Yo ty 5 2 
/ . 7 7 
2 T { 4 - 975 
a 1 4 WE: „ — * 
- * »»» 86 N 4 1 9 
. F 
9 5 * 
” oy 
1 . n 2 
2 * * 
1. 4 | od 5 * 
8 
83 4 * 
0 4 
: As 
*-> . 
3 bs. 
ay bbs 
28" 330 


7 10 Inſert the word are. Z 


3 15 Dele. the-word laſt. 


4 — pt we 


1 23 read /cemed inſtead of ſeems, FO | 
: ; 55 3 . 


ö 5 : . | "2 5 read permen inſtead of Pe man. 
23 14 read propheſy ifiſtead of prophecy. 
4 . : | +4 read paſſed for paſſing. : „ „„ 
13 12 dele the before order. V8 
Foſbuas, Sampſons, and Cideons, without the 8 
apotraphe. : C „ 
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PRETENDED PROPHETS. 


1 SECTION 


W „ 


9 be Blunders if pretended Prophet. 


-HESE open a i field. T here 1 is in . 

human mind a defire to dive into futurity, | 
which has, in every age, made many the dupes of -* 
deſigning or enthuſiaſtic men. It were eaſy do 


enumerate a vaſt variety of ancient Pagan auguries 


and predictions that were never fulfilled. The 


heathens were accuſtomed to conſult their oracles ly 


before chey entered upon any thing arduous, and 


Ne records many inſtances, in which they were 


led to diſaſter and ruin by the anſwers, they received, 
But 1 mean to confine myſelf chiefly to later 
times; and here too there is ample ſcope. Among | 


all che various s pretenders, not one has made . 


ſerve as an antidote with reſpect to othes. 


2 : | ; T1 2 5 Ti 
1 1 to nrefcience. 


E 


ved falſe. In ſelecting only ſuch as appear to be. 


near the mark, or which relate to future times, 
they 1 may deceive the unwafy, but in ſo doing 


they areno other than deceivers themſelves. 


| Should theſe pages fall into the hands'of any Who 

= have haftily given credit to their prophetic country- 
men, I am not without an hope that they will. 

make them re- conſider the grounds of their aſſent. 


I have a much higher expectation that they may 


When 
the- unprejudiced . readet—is informed, chat every 


age has had its bold pretenders to decke, 
and that they have invariably been found to be 
flalſe prophets, he will be cautious in believing 
other pretenſions of the ſame kind, and nothing 

more is neceſſary to preſerve him from falling i into 

7 2 criminal and * credulity. 6 


17 3 are ſometimes = FO 
; {| tel they are oftener wrong; and what can we 
5 Wink of ſuch prophets ? | N 5 
With an ignorance. or e 1 © 
of the cauſe they have undertaken, the compilers of 
: the Remarkable Preaittions make ſome of the per- 
5 ſons, whoſe blunders are here expoſed, contribute 
their quota to their publications. If they were in 
35 poſſeſſion of the whole of their prognoſtications, : 
they mult have known that many of them had pro- 


4 


Prophets © 
\ 38 RE 


6 


- 795 . 125 1 I X 


"Prophets i in the Rei gn of Jann 1 F. 17. 


ot this reign prognoſtications ſo much abounded, 1 5 


5 that the Earl of Northampton thought | ic proper to 
= 85 write a folio againſt them. The title of his work 
my "> i of DeferJative againſt the Poi on of Suppoſed Pro- 7 | 
Ro Z Pbecies. He aſſerts that theſe had been the * cauſes 8 
5 of .great diſorder in the Commonwealth, eſpeci- 5 


0 8 ally among the ſimple and unlearned people.” 


In Scotland, the ſame rage for Propheſying was 


5 nally prevalent. i Some of the Puritans,” ſays 1 
. Biſhog Burnet, 5 boldly gave out very many pre- 
3 dictions; partic ularly two of them, Davidſon 
Sy =D, and Bruce. Some of the things they foretold 
. «, came to paſs; but my father, who knew them 
„„ - bath, told me of many of their predictions that 

2 he himſelf heard them throw out, which had no 
5 « effect; but all theſe were forgot, and if ſome * | 


ee more probable gueſſings, which they delivered as 


” e prophecies, were accompliſhed, theſe: were much - 
> © magnified.” | ett; ———_ 
What our hiſtorian ſays of Davidtbn and Bruce 


is ſo applicable to others, that if we make only a 


| neceſſary change of names, we may conſider him 

als ſpeaking of the whole fraternity of modern pro- 

5 phets: for if their predictions are not of A probable, 
they are at leaſt of A tentative nature. | 


IS, Hiftory of his Ow Time, Book I. Vol. I, 135 20, 501 5 


5 duoderime.olition, printed by Hamilton of N 


B 2 I 0 What 


What 1 mean Fa . predictions 1 will ex- 
* Hale by an inſtance When Mr. FlechEre, the 
late pious Vicar of Madeley, was in France in the 
year 1778, he wrote to his friends in England the | 
8 account of the infidelity, impiety, and 
profligacy of the French people : © Gaming and ; 
e dreſs, ſinful pleaſure, and love of money, utibelief 
« and falſe philoſophy, lightneſs of ſpirit, fear of 


S e 
N od wo r h 


—— 


« man, and love of the world, are the principal . 
« ſing by which Satan binds his captives in theſe 
ee parts. Materigliſm ! is not rare; deiſm and ſoci- 85 TY 
< nianiſm are very common; and a ſer „„ 
ce thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire and Roſſeauu. 
* Bayle and Mirabeau, ſeem bent upon deſtroying -* 
« chriſtianity and government. With one hand 
they ſhake the throne, and with the other they 
throw down the altars. If we believe them, the 
i world is the dupe of kings and prieſts. Religion 
er ig fanaticiſm and ſuperſtition. Chriſtian morality 
ce is abſurd, unnatural, and impracticable; and 
« e the Mm bloody religion that ever 
„Was.“ It was eaſy td fbreſee, from theſe. pre- 
wie, that ſome cataſtrophe was at no great diſ- 
. tance, and we have, little ſreaſon therefore to be „5 
| ſurpriſed at the Hagpineſs of the conjecture a »- þ# 
immediately follows: © Popery will certainly fal! Y 
TT in France in this or the next century; and I make no . 
doubt God will uſe thoſe vain men to bring about . 5 
i reformation herer- as he uſed Henry the Eighth: | 


* 


12 
25 

«30 
. 


N 


to do chat york i in England; ſo Pr mala of ws 
enemies ſhall, ar laſt, turn to his praife, _ to me 
furtherance of his kingdor 1 . 


The latter part of this paſſage is ſuperior i in every | 


, reſpe& to the generality of prognoſtications. But 
will any one pretend that it ih a proof that by. — 
Flechère had a ſupernatural knowledge of futurity ? 
He himſelf made no ſuch claim. The reflection 
aroſe naturally in his mind from what he ſaw. 
And not moſt of the predictions, of which ſo 
. much has been faid, of the ſame nature? They 
may be called prophecies after they have been ve- 
5 rified by the event, but when they were * 
they were no other than conjectures. 85 


T call predictions tentative, when, out of a great 


e number, ſome only ſucceed. The ancient oracles 


= and auguries, as well as the prognoſtications of later 
_ . prophets, have all been of this nature. If the events 


„ they have foretold were beyond the bounds. of hu- 
- man” probability, they have generally erred, Let 
ſuch is the ſtrange infatuation that has prevailed, | 
| : ; : that ce 4 ingle coincidence of the event with the 

| ptedictio 
flilures 


has been talked of and magnified, while 


— 


* Flecbere- 8 — ptliſied 0 the Rev. Mn 


Ho page 257, 258. 
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have been. forgotten, or ſuppreſſed, | or 
accounted for.” T VF | 
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|. Millenarians; or r Fifth-Monarchy- fe 
line the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, ny 


5 be toleration Was carried to the greateſt ex- 
8 The moſt extravagant ſects were indulged in 
II their abſurdities, and it was the Epiſcopalians al- 
. moſt alone, Who felt the arm of power; and N ==. - 


ſuffered 3 in no common degree. | . 
Amongſt the moſt pernicious opinions which So | 


were propagated at this period, were thoſe of the MY 


Fifth. Monarchy- men. of whom J ſhall have occa- . 5 1 4 


ſioh to ſpeak aſterwards. What 1 mean at preſent | FE 
to ftate reſpecting them is, that they were in con- 
tant expeRation of the commencement of the Mil- 
lenium. They were ſo confident chat Chriſt would 
3 ſpeedily appear, and eftabliſh a glorious kingddm | 
that ſhould continue for a thouſand years, C 


2 2 8 15 F : n 


. & TH * 7 
| ſeemed as if a madneſs poſſeſſed ven TOS Ws 


It & no wonder . that they were dikppointed. 5 . 


{When perſons are very poſitive in their opinions 2 . 
:: of obſcure prophecies, We may immediately ſuſpect 

. that they have fallen into errors. They muſt be of . . 5 

an enthuſiaſtic, diſpoſition, and then! it is not ſur⸗ 2 | 

Pe priſing that they ſnould imagine they find in ſcrip- — 
3 e thing which they wiſh to find there, 8 : = | 


tbr ret or r_ 


8 


* See . Hiſtory of his FE Ti ime, Book I. vol. 1. E 


1 | EL 94- and Moſheim's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol. II. Cent. 2 8 
3 ares 2. « Part 2. Ga the e Edition. 5 | 


'To ſhew that ther time beg the i Meru will 


bpſeree k the differ 20 
"The celebrated. | 


t ee of this event. 5 
Whiſton fixed upon the year of 


our Lord 1720, a period which has long lapſed, | 


Mr. Halhed aſſerts that the Millenium will com- 


megncee on the 19th of November, 1795 ; I exa- E 
mine not the ſteps by which he arrives at this con- 
dluſion; a little time will ſhew whether he is right 
or wrong. For the preſent I ſuſpend my aſſent. 1 = 
am glad that he has fixed upon ſo early a date, as 
the world will ſoon be enabled to judge what degree 

of credit is to be goon” to "Fe OTE of: out 


” prophets. 


08 Mr. Halhed's opinion wall have been n 8 
ally confirmed by the event, the public will doubt 
leſs believe with me, that Mr., ein is full as 
likely to be right in this matter as Mr. Halhed, and 
bis ſuppoſition is, that the Millenium will take, 
"ONE about the year 20000. 

Mr. G. Burton, in his caletlations Oubliſhed * 


"why 2, has endeavoured to prove that che Millenium = 
will begin at a ſtill later Period. He has W 


out the year 24 36. 


As ſome perſons may haſtily imagine. chat the Z 2 3 
differences among learned men, reſpecting the na- 


ture of many of the ſeripture prophecies, and the 
times. of their completion are derogatory to the ſa- 
cred writings, I would remind them, that there are 
{ron _— why 1 theſe prediction ſhould be kepe 


4, e | - obſcure, | 
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obſcure, *t they. Jane Teceived their rulfliment.” 1 
And as I cannot expreſs my ideas upon this ſub- 
Jet better than I End them expreſſed by Biſhop 
Newton, I ſhall beg leave to quote a part of that 
 prelate'k writings. '« Obſcurities,” ſays that writer, 
there are indeed in the prophetic writings, for 
e which many good reaſons may be aſſigned, and 
e this particularly, becauſe prophecies are the only 
« ſpecies of writing, which is deſigned more for 
te the inſtruction of future ages than of the times 
« wherein they are written. If the prophecies hd: 
c been delivered in plainer terms, ſome og 
« might be for haſtening their accompliſhment, as 
c others might attempt to defeat it; men's 3 
e would not appear fo free, nor God's providence ſo 
Th, conſpicuous in their completion. But though ſome E 
te parts are obſcure enough to exerciſe the church, 


0 yet others are ſufficiently clear to illuminate j 1e 


e and the obſcure parts, the more they are fulfilled, 
{'® the better they are underſtood. In this reſpect, 
bas the world groweth older it groweth wiſer, 
ET « Time, that detracts ſomething from the evidence 
bc of other writers, is {till adding ſomething ro*the 
* credit and authority of the prophets. Future 
| _ ages will. comprehend more than the. preſent, / 
b as the preſent underſtands more than the paſt : *. 
4 andthe perfect accompliſhment will produce a 


i 4 - 5 perfect knowledge of the prophecies.* 


8 Biſhop Newton's Diſſertations on the 1 vol. u. 95 
. 56. 3 18 at Perth, 17 790. 


Admirting . 
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Admitiing that many of the ſeripture prophecies , 4 
are obſcure, till illuſtrated by the event, a fact which 
experience has fully proved, we ought to be much "I 


upon our guard againſt, receiving authoritative and 8 


1 dogmatical comments upon them. Many have 


been the errors which have flowed frgm this ſouree, 


| and it will appear, in. the courſe of theſe | Pages, that _ 
ſome of Siem have had' the moſt pernicious effects. b 


I am far from ſuppoſing it criminal to offer to the 


world modeſt conjectures reſpecting the biblical 05 
1 prophecies. As the book of revelation 180 put into . | 
our. hands, we are at liberty to enquire into the : 
4 whole of its contents. But it certainly argues a 2 
ſtrange perverſeneſs, when men bend almoſt the 
whole of. their attention to ſuch ſubjects, as are 
15 likely to elude the penetration of the acuteſt intel- 4 

let. And when they propagate the opinions they © 
have formed, from reſearches of this difficult nature, 
with as much zeal and confidence as if they had re- 
ceived them by expreſs revelation, it is ſtill worſe. 
Yet ſuch was the conduQ of the Fifth-Monarchy- 


- men, and it is fanaticiſm like this which diſgraces . 
=. r= 8 e | 


3 1 Was an eminent 5 bench Pins 2 
teſtant. About the year 1681, conſidering himſelf - * 
L in danger. in his own i COuntry, he went into Hol- 2 


land, = 


*- 
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. f ſtudy the book of the Apocalypſe, and thought he Lo = 


| Which happened in England, in 1688, n 3 
"3 that he addreſſed a letter upon the ſubject to king 


129 land, and became Profe or of Divinity at Rotterdam. „„ 
3 Being now in A place of liberty, and having kg = _ PE ' 
5 thing to fear, he gave a full ſcope to his j imagina- . 

tion, naturally too warm and vivid, and indulged — 
to exceſs. In this temper he applied himſelf to 


. 


had certainly diſcovered the true meaning of it by TH 
a kind. of inſpiration or divine revelation ; which : ; | 
| ſhewed him that France was-the place of the great 
city, where the witneſſes, mentioned i in the eleventh _ 
5 chapter, lay dead, but not butfied; and that they - 
were to riſe to life again in three years and a half, 1 N 
| viz. | in the year 1689. He was unalterably fixed and. - 5 
15: 'colifirmed in this perſuaſion, by the revolution EY 


William the Third, whom he looked on as the in- 5 8 
5 ſtru nent which God intended to make uſe of to „ 
car his deſigns into execution;,—Thoſe who were 
acquainted with him ſaw very phanly, that hi pro- 
FP phecies were the effect of enthuſiaſm, and What he 
called conviction. Under this prepoſſeſſion, al- 
ough he was not naturally cer 
the belief of a great numberſof 


odigies, and falſly 5 


= pretended. miracles, which he vouched for ſo many - 


* 


| preſages, or forerunuers of the accompliſhment o 


12 n 1 RY 


* Article Juricu'? in. ; Geperal Biographical benen. Va. 5 
vi. Octaro. 1 —— 
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In the prophecy that has been mentioned, we 
Jos no reaſon to complain of a want of clearneſs, | 
 barticularity, or publicity ; ; it relates alſo to an 1 85 
event ſufficiently above the reach of human fore- 
Air ; ſo that if the fact hal correſponded with the 
been the claim of Jurieu to an extraordinary = 
illumination might have been allowed, But what he 


had foretold failocl of its accompliſhment, He was 
found to be a falſe prophet, and his name ſhould 
| ſeive,as a beacori to warn future commentators, r not 


to be too confident in their opinions of thoſe Scrip- 
ture prophecies which are yet to be fulfilled. 


Notwithſtanding this groſs failure, which was 
d known throughout all Europe, he has been 5 
claſſed among the laſt prophets; and ſuch of his pre- 8 
A as ſuited the purpoſes of their publiſhers, = 
have been extracted from his writings, and given : 


anew to the world. Yet theſe predictions are of 


te account, and 1 only mention them to ſhew 


What impoſitions are practiſed upon the unlearned 


and unwary. For what ſnould we have thought of : 


| Tfaiah, Jeremiah, or Daniel, if in any inſtance they 


had been thus miſtaken? Should we not have de. 


their claim to preſcience, and if, in ſome. re- 


| het their predictions had been accompliſhed, , 
| ſhonld,; we not have attributed this to any. thing 
| rather than. to a FG ſpirit? 22 
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15 E F rake Prophets in ; the Rei gn if 83 Arne. 


In td year 1706, _—_ French Protefl th pre- 
Suns to be-prophets, arrived in England. They 


were the greateſt fanatics, and declared thee. every | 
digg they uttered was dictated by the Holy Ghoſt. : 
| Though their predictions were full of the moſt 


ſenſeleſs repetitions, and of the groſſeſt abſurdities, | 


yet they were joined by ſeveral of fhcir French 
bees brethren, as well as by many of our Britiſh 
people, who, in their turn, pretefided alſo to bed 


N in the ſame ſupernatural manner. Two of 


their diſciples, Sir John Buckley, and John Lacy, 
, avi, were gentlemen of good eſtates, and con- 


tributed not a little by their influence, to give them 


credit with the people. The evil was ſpreading, 
ee have had much worſe effects, if it had 
not been checked by the puniſhment of ſome of the 
" ringleaders. The French church in the Savoy 

took the lead-in this buſineſs, being ſenſible that 
theſe extravagances, in ſome of their members, 


might caſt an odium upon the whole community. 5 


After ſtating their diſgraceful behaviour, and de- 


n that many of their predictions had proved 


falſe already{they proceeded to paſs a cenſure 


| againf them. The cauſe was next taken up by 


_ the cjvil power, when three of them were convicted 


el eee to be po; in conſequence of - 


which 


, N "4 1 
: 
* 7 
5 5 
3 4 
3 : \ | 


which they were expoſed. upon  aſcaffold, with- 2 
label upon their breaſts, purporting that they —_ ; 3 
fered this diſgrace, | on account of their having | 
laid claim to a prophetic ſpirit. d | 


2 This college of prophets was very little heard of = 
- - 5 afterwards. Their hopes of making proſelytes {em „ 

1 5 | 3 19 have ſubſided with t their puniſhment. 1 hey v were 4 

* 5 5 5 ; 1 5 not able to form themſelves i into a prophetic fea, 3 


as they had doubtleſs intended. Many of them 
=D removed i into Scotland, and ſunk | into the obleriy 


- on 1 and contempt they deſer vet. = 
— 5 Theſe prophets publiſhed propbatical da! 


. "and Lacy ſeems to have been principally concerned. 
-*t . Na in the publication. 125 has been ſaid, that there 
„ ET never was ſuch traſh publiſhed before. Tf Limay | 
= x5 judge f from the extract 1 have ſeen, I am not diſ- 44 
I 1 Pe to call in queſtion the propriety of this aſſer- | 5 +4 
7 5 7 tion. 1 hat, at leaſt, 1s is the nk of a Bro- i 4 
= * 9 155 :  thers. : oo ne T3 
„„ 1 { Their claim to e was no | betres. 5 „ 
„„ : 5 Tl bose than thoſe of 1 many others have been. Ad 
S__ . ſhall content myſelf with one inſtance. of this, I 

: - 5 : | They 08 gave out that one -of their teachers would 
. =o i. come to life againz but their enthuſiaſm never « 1 
2 Cy Fr te made them beliese that they actually ſaw im — 
CCC * alive*.” * The das upon ws Mr. Emme v was 4 


. 1. e 
to > bave ariſen, paſſed n wichour realizing the : 
| pretlicied BL - 2 
The hiſtory of theſe 18 bears fo. near 2 re- 
i to what is paſſing in our time, that we 
ID can ſcarcely help making ſome campariſon be 
. tween them. i 
Many perſons have been much ſurpriſed at Mr. 
_ Halhed's becoming a convert to ſuch a prophet as 
Brothers. That a member of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, and an eminent literary character, ſhould 
e ſ¹ his teſtimony in favour of ſuch a cauſe, ap- : 
"pears 0 them. unaccountable. But there is no- 
| thing in this which has not happened before. The 8 
© reach prophets, we have ſcen, had two gentlemen 
of large fortune amongſt the number of their ad- 
herents. One alſo of their moſt zealous diſciples, 33 
I mean Nicholas Fatio Duiller, was a perſon of 
YET. 8 great abilities, both natural and acquired. 
2 « Biſhop Burnet, in the fiſt letter of his Travels, 


| . 5 cc ſpeaks of him as an incomparable mathematician 


K and philoſopher, who, though only twenty-two | 


* 45 * years old; was already become one of the greateſt 
« men of his age, and ſeems born to carry learn- 


« ing beyond what it had hitherto attained.” He 


[- F. : was. a native of Switzerland. Upon his coming 


to England, he entered into an intimate acquaint- 
ance with Sir Iſnac Newton and other eminent per- 
Choe, is ſurely humiliating to ſea” a perſon like 
this * giving 18 ſuch ſociety, and be- 
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coming the bates ro 2 few R The office.” 


lich Mr. Halhed fills, as the apologiſt of Bro- = 5 | 


a Other fol 1 Predi ations. 0 


Hams obſervations. But that I may riot be thought | 
; fedious, will diſpatch thoſe which follow as briefly | 
as Lean, and will leave it with N readers t to draw? 
the Proper inferences from them. e 


bee is s full as ee as that which. Fatio en- : -J 


Ur the 1 inſtances T have | madd 


It were eaſy to enlarge this ſhort — of 


bi bredictions, but. L Imagine that. it is not ne- Ry = L 


\ ceffary. | Ea en 
| Hexoporus informs us, that G weng 
* of the oracle at Delphi, whether he ſhould | 


. 2 9 


„ 
— . 
— 5 — * * 8 
o 9 * 


+ make war againſt Perſia, received for anſwer, that in 
Toi doing he ſhould overthrow. a mighty empire. . 1 5 
5 Deluded by the words of the oracle, he led his 
ee againſt Cyrus, i in full expectation of becom- . | 
1 ing the conqueror of Perſia. W hen he found 


bimſelf totally vanquiſhed, the priſoner of e 
and bound i in fetters, and had obtained permiſſion of 
. his, conqueror, to. ſend: to Delphi to complain ol 
being thus deceived, the oracle had the audacity to 
Een that when. he told him he would overthrow 
2 wiglur empire, he meant not the empire ol 


* For the whole of this article 1 as Hiſtories of the. 
| Reign of . Anne. = ec 
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| Cyrus, but the empire Ar Crockus; 3 a  palery a and 1 ri- : 


-  diculous ſubterfuge®. 


The city of Epidamnus, enquiring of the ſame 
oracle, whether they ſhould ſurrender their city to 
the Corinthians as their founders, and ſhould ſeek 

* ſecurity. from their protection, were anſwered, that 


they ſhould ſurrender, and take them for their leaders. 


Having acted agreeably to this counſel, their city 
was beſieged and taken by the enemy, and all the aſ< 
ſiſtance afforded them by the Corinthians was of no 


malt. 


their country from ſervitude, purſued meaſures, 
| which were only the cauſe of their own death. 


The whole of the prophets, aſtrologers, and con- 
 Jurers e of Egypt, aſſured Licinius, in the ſtrongeſt 


terms, that if he would declare war againſt Conſtan- 


. tine, he ſhould certainly be victorious. Induced 
e theſe aſſurances, he waged war; the conſe- 


quence of which was a total defeat; and if Con- 
ſtantine had not given it in charge to his army to 


en his perſon he had fallen a victim to his folly. 8 


BY 5 » Heypd. Lib. I. 


4 Thucyd. Lib. I. „ 
23 * Tacit. Annal. Lib. 4. | . 
71 5 Euſebius de Vita Conſtan. Lib. . 2. 


\ 85 7 Han 


The emperor tours, having departed from 
| Rome, a prophecy was given out that he ſhould 
not return again. Many excellent citizens giving 
credit to this prediction, and anxious to deliver 


Fd 


- : 


7 
A by . 


Don Jaxxxs Dx Bates a tioblenidh of Caf- | 
tile in Spain, was. perſuaded, by a ſimple hermits | 


that he ſhould recover the kingdom of Granada from 


the Moors, without the loſs of a ſingle life. Re- 


lying upon the truth of what he had heard, he ſet 


ured to diſſuade him, by reminding him of. 


with ſuch a handful of men : he told him that it 


Was preſumptuous to expect a miracle to be wrought 


in his, fayour, that he would endanger the lives of 
many brave men, and might be the inſtrument 
of miſchief and ruin to his coyntyy, He rejecte 
however, this ſalutary counſel, ruſtied f ward with 
a ſtupid obſtinacy, and had ſcarcely entered into 
the kingdom of Granada before he and Wo little, 


> army were cut off. 8 


The young Dok or Vrsco i in 2 Maste 


once been pardoned, was encouraged to rebel a 
| fecond time by ſome aſtrologers, who aſſured him 
chat he ſhould obtain the crown. He was not only 


e little probability there was of his ſucceeding 


out upon his enterprize ith the -ſmall-foree of ” 
thouſand foot, and threk hundred horſe. The 
- king of Caſtile, upon diſcovering his intentions, en- 


| 15 
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diſappointed i in his expectation, but ſuffered ont 


as A been for his rebellion. 


te uf ay reade ſhould with to know upon what . 


to the earl of Northamy ton's Defenſattve ait the Poyfen of ſup- 
be . N Where they will find the information they deſire, 
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The reporter of the civil wars in F. ratice, FS 


. profeſles himſelf to be a zealous Proteſtant, aſcribes 
tthe perſeverance of his companions in the ſiege of 
] Poitiers, from whence they returned with diſho- 
nour, to the credit which was given to the prophe- 
cies of Noſtrodamus, who had written, that, in 

ſuch a month, the beſieged ſhould be obliged to 


yield, and the negligence of the mighty ſhould be . 
turned to their confuſion. 


I The caftle of Sion in Bohemia, ah refidence of IG 
ſome fooliſh prieſts, who propheſied that the truth 
mould originate from thence, was ſoon razed to the 
ground, and the builder of i it fee death with his 


: adherents. 7 


There is mention mide, boch in the Spaniſh and 
'F rench hiſtories, of ſome Shepherds, who, in- 
fluenced by aprophecy that they ſhould conquer and 
ſubdue the Holy Land, collected together a num 
ber of perſons of looſe morals and broken fortunes, 


They had recourſe to fraud and rapine to ſupport 


_ themſelves in their journey, and numbers of chem 


| ſuffered death on this account, in almoſt every 


country through which they paſſed: none of them 
ever reached the place of their deſtination, but the 
F whole of them- were either executed or diſperſed. 

YL Perhaps ſome perſons may wonder that I have 
5 not produced a chapter of accidents from the 


And J readily agree with then, 
that his prediction, have in ſo many inſtances 


prophet Brothers. 


T X Already 
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5 1 proved falſe, that S ke FT Gong pro- 8 
perly claſſed amongſt. the prophetical blunderers. 
1 : 1 have preſumed, however, that ailures woulh 
1 be generally known, and that theſe pages might, - 
re thereforeg be more properly employed, in Siving 


the OO * ns F 


s CON I. 


. | 5 5 5 45 „ Zuokination . of 15. moſt ee and | 


beſt SG Predittions of Modern Ti ines. 


HE nceding lectin willbe allowedt to bi its 
veight in the queſtion reſpecting the light in 


5 | which our preſent prophets are to be conſidered, But 


as ſome. perſons may ſuppoſe that there are many 
ſingle predictions ſo 


riking, that they are ſufficient 
of themſelves to prove that their authors muſt have 


poſſeſſed a e ſpirit, TRAY advert to this 


> objection. Ys 


For the fake of brevity, * ſhall eh take notice 5 n 


75 5 a few inſtances, but theſe ſhall be ſuch as have 
* 


d the greateſt ſtreſs laid upon them. Some of 


the remarks made upon theſe may be found not 
| very inapplicable to many others. However that 
be, as1 Pledge myſelf to produce the ſtrongeſt ex- 

amples, that have com? to: my knowledge, if Jam 
1 ſucceſsful 1 in . that theſe are no proofs of the 


” e „„ exiſtende 
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exiſtence of a prophetic ſpirit, properly fo ealled, in 
the perſons to whom they are aſcribed, I ſhall cer- 


ein y have given a good degree of evidence, that 


the gift of prophecy is now totally withheld. _ 
In the preſent attempt I am under no apprehen- 
Fat of weakening the reſpe& which is paid to the 
biplical prophecies. Theſe will abide the. ſevereſt 
ſcrutiny. If any of my readers have not peruſed : 
\;Biſhop. Newton $ 's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, 


which have. been remarkably fulfilled, i would 


earneſtly recommend that work to their attention, 
They will find there, that thoſe predictions ſtand on 


an immoveable baſis, and that the argument de- 
duced from them, in favour of the inſpiration of 
the facred penman, is ſtrong indeed, The good 


man will riſe from that work, with a firm aſſurance, 
that hoſe thi ings which he has learned from the 


 ſeriptures àre moſt certainly true, and a perſuaſion 


of this kind cannot fail g increaſing his reliance 
upon the ſacred promiſes, animating him fo: new di- 
Ugence, and filling his mind with ſerenity and peace. 

Since the facred canon was completed, no per- 
1 5 Has given ſatisfactory evidence of his being a 


: au In inveſtigating the nature of modern 


pftedictiyns, we diſcover that ſome of them are inau- 

| thentic, and others ſo very obſcure, that they will 
bly, with equal caſe, to more than one event ;-that 
ſome are'not ſupported. by ſufficient evidence, and 
that ethers were originally ſ poken only as guelles or 
B 4 : 5 155 © : con- 


> 


theſe; and I am not afraid it 
5 1 have ſelected weak Exar 


conjectures. 1 will give an . of each of 
ill be ſaid that 1 


Es, as 1 do not believe, 5 


— 


* . 


it may not be very eaſy to ſay what Js: 


h gree of evidence 1 1s neceflary, in order to make us 
believe that a 2 is inſpired, yet the author 


imagines that his readers, after peruſing the follow- 
ing remarks, will conclude that the following Per- 


8 W at . have 1 not the 3 credentials. | 


S, * 


"uw | GEORGE, WISHART. 
The name and hiſtory of Mr. Wiſhart will be 


familiar go all, who have bee converſant i in books | 
of Martyrology. Of courſe the remarkable pre- 5 


icion, e to him, will be known, as this 


e is amongſt the moſt curious parts of his hiſtory. I 
1 Vill, 


however, ſtate the E@lebrated Buchanan's ac- 
count of it, as he ſeems to have been the firſt who Ry 


bo. mentioned it; and it is ſometimes differently re- 


e e | 5 5 


Accord g to chat N whilſt Wiſhart was 


train at he ſtake, the famous cardinaf Beaton at 


in a window, that was decorated in a moſt ſuperb 


manner, feaſting his eyes with the ſhocking ſight. 


He alſo aſſerts that the martyr, when in the midſt 
of the fire, ſaid—* 'T his, W occaſions trouble to 
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þ my £9 2H indeed, but it hath in no 6 with Waden my 
ſpirit. But he who ſo proudly looks down upon 
me from yondep lofty place, (pointing to the car-* 
dinal) ſhall ere long be as ignominiouſly thrown 
fowp, as now he proudly lolls at his eaſ. “ 
Though the cardinal's looking out of the window, . 
1 hd Mr, Wiſhart's prophecy, are ſo confidently a= 
. + ſerted, yet if we conſider the ſilence of ſeveral con- 
temporary writers, we ſhall think chat little ſtreſs . 
s to be laid upon the teſtimony af uchanan. He 
might have heard them from others, but the fol- 
| lowing conſiderations ſeem ſufficient to juſtify us in 
5 believing, that they are not matters of fact. 
1. Sir David Lindfay, Who lived at the time, 
ed who wrote the tragedy of cardinal Beaton, i in 
Which he Tollects all that could be ſuggeſted to the 
cCardinal's diſadvantage, takes no notice of the pre- | 
4 diction, nor of the circumſtance of the window) on 
wbickit i is founded. Had he known them, it does 
185 not ſeem probable that he would have omitted N 
them, as he was a friend of Ws and "me 
© inimica o the cardinal. 
2. Fox, in his 1 does not mention 
3 them. Yet he had the beſt infor n from 
= Scotland that could be. As a 9 8 
therefore, are wanting in his work, this is a v 
5 ttrong evidence that they were not chen ſpoken of 


; in Scotland. T 
* Buchan, Rey, Scot. Hit, Lib. XV. page ds . 
855 . | BY Bo. 4 | oy There 
„ 


A 


» 
4 


5 1 23 TY oe 
3 There is "a ſaid of them in the firſt 
OY | oven of Knox's hiſtory, which, if not written by 
. bim, was at leaſt compiled in a great meaſure 
—— from his papers.” As he was an intimate acquaint- 
| . © afice of Wiſhart, and ſtaid a long time with the 
... murderers in the caſtle, he could not but have 
known them, if true, and would not have omitted 
N the publiſhing them, if he had known them. e 
15 5 I. The famous John Bale has given us an artj- | 
„ we ofj Cardinal Beaton“, in which the burning of 
„ Niſhart, and the murder of the Cardinal, are 
both related, but there is not one word in it wy 
„ Beatoit's beholding the execution, or of the Mar- 
I prochecy. Yet he dedicated his fourteenth ' 
0 century of learned men to Alexander Ales and John 
„ Knox, of whoſe friendſhip to him, and literary ß 
7 communications, he makes honourable acknow- - of 
e This ſends a very ſtrong proof, that 
neither he nor they ever heard of this wonderful 
prophecy, and the manner in which it was {6 ſur- Ty 
prizingly fulfilled, ſince, if they had, thoſe who are 
1 acquainted with their characters and writings, wil! 
= i ” ſcarcely believe that they would re bees * 
1 ouyer in ſilencef. > 


- . ” > 3s 

13 

* 13 
2 142 

5 . TT $1] 

. & 

. 

1 

5 1 


. . | - Scriptor. en 14. N. fr 8 | | 
nz 45 See Keith's Hiſtory of the Church and State Af Scotland, 

„ = 4 p. 42 Bitnner s Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of Scotland, vol. 2. T 
Letter 31; and Article Beaton ( David in the ſecond. 


7 5 volume of Kippis' 8 Biographia Britannica; from whence theſe 
I reaſons a are taken, | 


| „ & This 


3 24 1 

8 his 5 of evidence i is Luffitient to render che 
„ of the prediction very. ſuſpicious. ic 
appears to have been a forgery; and the perſons 
concęrned i in it have not contributed any thing to 
the honour of Mr. Wiſhart's memory. Many of = 
. thoſe who have conſidered it as genuine, have ſu = ꝗ 
A poſed that Mr. Wiſhart was privy to the cApiracy, - FE: 
2-3 42800 that he might therefore foretel the end of the 
Cardinal without inſpiration. — Though a perſon 

ſhould be cavtious in caſting ſuch an imputation 
W --- upon ſo good a man, yet it is highly gratifying to 
| a. _ differ, that there 1s not the Feaſt, or ound Hes {0 foul | 
1 n 1 : | - 


* 


N onx H U: 8.8. 

= 

This famous man was burnt for his: religion, | 
= | about the beginning of the fifteenth century. A 
1 very remarkable medal was ſtruck in honour of 
IM 4 him, by his countrymen, the Bohemians, with this 
=  - Inſcription, Centum annis revolutis Deo refpondebitis 
4 zibis: Theſe words are ſajd to have been ſpoken 

. him ta his adverſaries a little before his excution, 
and were afterwards conſidered as predictive of 
Luther, who entered upon. the work of reforma- 


. . tion abdut an hundred years alter Huls's 3 deathf. 
| +28 "That ; is, When an hundred years are Pad a away Jou halt 
i i Bangs for this to God aud to me. 
| 1 | 5 Set Huſs's Life in Gilpia's Lives of Wicklif 15 his Dil 
= cite 237, . | CB oo 


; 11 ) 2k: 
- 5 I doubt not but moſt of my. readers will be be- 
fore me in obſerving, how obſcure the words of 
Huſs are when applied to that event. They certainly 2 
admit of. æ more obvious and natural ſenſe. We 1 
— may conſider the Martyr as looking upon his per- | 
| ſecutors, and making a reflection fimilar co that of 
| Xerxes, when he beheld his vaſt army, and the 
 , thought paſſing through his mind, that in an hun- 
dred years every individual of it would be numbered 
5 with the dead. He carried however the idea far- 
8 5 ther than the heathen Prince, and reminded his ad- 
| 9 75 verſaries, that they muſt render a ſolemn account of 
their conduct to the great God, when they would; 
find that the act: of violence done to hin, was ſo 
far from being praiſe-worthy, as they ſuppoſed, that 
his blood would be required at their hands. 
All this is eaſy and in character, but hen we 
„„ conſider him as propheſying of Luther, we are at a 
„ ) 00-4 to _ any W n of his nee, 
| „ | 2 


= £ Pre 405 gion of the Death 1b of ite Duke of Bickingboam 7 


: The Duke of Buckingham e s the favourite and 
% Prime Miniſter of] mes hd 8 F irſt. He fell by 
the hands of an aſſaſſin, whoſe name was Felton, : 
There were ſaid to be many prophecies of ts. 
violent death, bur the following, which is related by 


tte Earl of Claren on, was s. thought the moſt der 
- ts abba. of credit. . | | 
55 VVT « The 
; ; . : i 7 15 | 4 
* — 4 } 


4 T le x was an 0 in the e King 5 wardrobe" 

$1 2 a good reputation for honeſt / 
and diſcretion, and about the age of fifty years. 
| e This man had, in his youth, been bred in a 
„ ſchool in the pariſh where Sir George Villiers, 


( the father of the Duke, lived; and had been much 


e cheriſhed and obliged, in that ſeaſon of his age, 
te l. Sir George, whom afterwards he- never ſaw, | 
months before the miſerable end of the 


8 5 ee Duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this man, 


being in his bed, and in very good health, there 
= appeared to him, on the ſide of his bed, a man 

2 of a venerable aſpect, who drew the curtains of 

« his bed, and fixing his eyes upon him, aſked 


him ik be knew him? Fhepoorman, having 


| « called to his memory the preſence of Sir George 


: Villiers, anſwered him, that he thought him to 
babe that perſon. He replied, he was in the right, 


« and that he expected a ſervice from him, which 


Was, that he ſhould go from him to his ſon the 


0 Duke of Buckingham, and tell him, if he did 


g not ſorgewhat to ingratiate himſelf to the people, 


; =o and the poor; 


to abate the extreme malice they 
it, he would be ſuffered to live but 
« a-ſhorf time. A r this diſcourſe he diſappeared, 
mW n, if he had been at all waking, 15 


4  flept very well till morning, when he believed all 
* this to be a dream, and conldered it no other- 
: * viſe, „„ | | . 


* 


To 


0 3 repreſentation of 

be was willing ſtill to pe 1 
8 had only dreamed And conſidered that he was 1 + 

« a perſon at ſuch a diſtance from the Duke, that 5 

* he knew, not how to find any admiſſion to ne. 1 

cc preſence; much leſs had any hope to be believed 

in what he ſhould fay. So with great trouble — 
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60 „The next 1 ox ſhortly after, the ame 1 
* perſon appeared to him agzih, with an aſpect a [| 
cc little more ſevere than before ; and aſked him, , 
ce whether he had done as he required him? per- _ 
c egfving he had not, he gave him very ſevere 1 . | 
* prehenſions ; told him, he expected more com- +" i 
_ « pliance from him, and that if he did not perform 
his commands, he ſhould. enjoy no peace of | 
be mind, but ſhould be always purſued by him: > i 
upon which he promiſed to obey him. But the : „ 4 


e next es waking | out of a 


& and unquietneſs he ſpent ſome time in thinking 


be what he. ſhould do, and ir in the end reſolved. to do 2 
* nothing in the matter. „5 — 
The ſame perſon appeared to lun hes third "ol 

© time, with a terrible countenance, and bitterly _ _ 

BG... reproaching him for nor performing what he had Þþ 
E promiſed todo. The poor man had by this time 
e the courage to tell him, that he had deferred tage 
execution of his commands, upon confidering __ 
2 how difficult 1 it 1 be for him to get ary ac= *Þ 

9 — ceſs . 


de himſelf they Sac — 


4 3 ceſs to the Duke, ne acquaintance with BB 

perſon about him; and if he could obtain ad-. 

i x © miſſion to him, he ſhould never be able to pet 

xs 1 ce © ſuage him that he was ſent in ſuch. a manner, but 
mould be thought to be mad, or to be ſet onby > _ 

| | 68; his own, or the malice of other men, to abuſe - 

E ” the Duke, and ſo ſhould be ſure to be undone. \ 

. The perſon replied, that he ſhould never: find 
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1 «reſt, till he ſhould perform what he required, 

= and therefore he were berter to diſpatch it; that 

1 . 120 the acceſs to his ſon was known to be very caſy; 75 

| = 12 and for the gaining him credit, he would tell : 

1 . him two or three particulars, which he charged 
1 8 « « him never to mention to any perſon living, burt 85 | 
i to the Duke himſelf; and he ſhould no ſooner = = 


4 N Ta « hear them, Lt he would believe all the reſt he 
s282_ © ſhould ſay; and ” en his threats, he left. 
e 

WW [ / Before, we e proceed to the . of the hiſtory, it 
1 may not be i improper to offer a few remarks _—_ 
the part already quoted. Of 

This ſtory would have been much more e ſtriking, 
| had the apparition come to the officer whilſt (he 
Was awake. As it is, we can only ſay that he OS. 
dreamed. The unpopularity ofythe Duke of Buc- = — * 5 
* Kingham might have been floating in his mind „„ 
chrougb the day, and as dreams are made V 


* „0 * 
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| our wakind houghts? he might not have hown able 


7 Wen he betook himſeif to reſt: again, he might 


his death. It . aſſerts that 
LN ſhort time.“ And if we tlect upon the dan- 


beirn N 
* : . 


C29 ) 


.to difentangle himſelf” from the ſubject exenin_his | 
": Nap: When he had once dreamed, a repetition 22 
would be far from being improbable, as the matter 
n have made a ſell Geeper; improſing Yoo: 0 
18 f is 0 to > be conſidered, that This was an age 
that: was fond of the marvelloys. . For any thing 
we kpow, this perſon might be affected with the 
popular mania. We are, indeed told,” that at 
firſt he imagined he had only dreamed, but he 

might have ſome ſuſpfcion of the. contrary, and 


have an idea in his mind, that if what he had ſeen 
. was of a fupernator nature, it would appeal o 
him again. It is almoſt unneceſſary for me to 

obſerve, how much any thing of. this kind would 
contribute to a renewal of his dream. - 
It is alſo. worthy of notice, that the pt dition 45 . 
is not remarkable for | its particularity. If (lays no- — 
thing either of the manner, or the preciſe time . 
ould © live but 


> f „ So , 
4 % : : 
- 8 Ds 
p ; . - „ : 
q „ 4 - 5 0 4 2 
F bo 2 : k 
* * 1 : - 1 , . 1 - : <a 
— at —_— — — nah b — b * 7 8 2 — 3 > V 2 * 8 n , pr ea 
Ps rq fr 8 > ALAS I nt rs an oe ages e — = 9 wo _ = — — + als ens — wy: — . —— "_ — * — — be > . Aw — 8 
—— ; _ * 95 — renn 5 — 2 > wn 22 2 D Frog r — . — . bays — 4 r 
c : . 4 Et N 2 een 
nr a —— * n . 2 = * 1 * : 
om hot 22 rr rr n — e 8 n " n 8 [| 
7 ” DOB ae” - IIS; - ns CHD} P98 r r ͤ Wt pes 


—— —— u—b—u— - 
2 
. r — 


——— 


0 0 
— — lw — — 
FN n 4 Ig”; no 5 
2 4 2 5 n 


1 
. y 2 
. 1 
EP ad. 


gerous height of power to which he was raiſed, and 
Wnhoſt evdy where pre- 


. 


the extreme malice which | 


vailed againſt” him, we ſhall be inclined to think 
that any wiſe man might have ventured —_ 
prediction, without muck probab "Y of being 


i 


2 
— 
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But what has ſtill greater weight. with me is, that 


1 miraculous ſtory reſts entirely upon the autho—- 
rity. of a ſingle witneſs, The prediction was not 
made public. We have no evidence of its having 
been delivered to the Duke himſelf. It owes all 
1 credit to the ſuppoſed veracity of its author. 
This appears from Lord Clarendon's account, 


7 5 which being rather long, 1 will beg leave to 


| abridge, promiſing to. omit nothing which may be 


| thought to countenance the authenticity of the ſtory. 


The poor man, we are told, fully confirmed by 
the laſt appearance, immediately ſct off for Lon- 


don, and prevailed upon Sir Ralph Freeman, to = 
whom he was very well known, to procure him : 
An interview with the Duke, alledging that he had 


ſomething extraordinary to communicate, At their 


meeting, the Duke and the officer walked alone 
for near ah hour. No perſon overheard their 


converſation. Sir Ralph, who was at ſome diſ- 


range, obſerved, however, that the Duke appeared 
to be moved. And the officer, upon his return to 


: Sir Ralph, told him, that when he mentioned thoſe 
1 particulars, which were to gain him credit, but 


* which he dared not impart to Sir Ralph, the 


| Duke's colour changed, and he ſwore he could 
come to that knowledge only by the devil, for that 
.. thoſe things were known only to himſelf and 
7 bs perſon, who, he was ſure, would never 
bs of them.—During the remainder of the 
* 42 = 5 morning 


—— 


18 


* "© WO 
ln ——_— Duke was obſeryed to be penſive and 
= thoughtful. And when he returned from hunting, 
KF which was ſooner than uſual, he ſpent two or three 
\ # - hours in cloſe conference with his mother. Ther _ 
. converſation was loud and vehement, and not "a 
together void of paſſion, at leaſt on*his fide ; - and 


when they parted; they were both obſerve to be 1 
affected with grief.“ 5 


5 | Whether the nokia: writer andy: "dil his \ v0 J 


0 


: Fe -miraculous tale in his capacity of hiſtorian, for 
„whether he really thought it deſerving of credit, it | | 
OC "4 is not neceſſary to determine, but I am ãnclined to 2M 
5 believe the former. Certain it is, that if we are MM 
ready to recelve ſuch reports, upon the teſtimony _? f 
5 = w . of a ſingle witneſs, we ſhall open a wide door 9 ä 
N impoſture, and yet if we examine the whole of : 
Lord Clarendon's aarration, we ſhall find that there 
is nothing that can corroborate the aſſertions of the : 
officer. It would have been ſome addition to the 
credibility 'of the prediction, if it h n men- 
tioned to Sir Ralph Freeman, previ us _ 1 
Duke's death. As the caſe ſtands at preſent, 
evidence of that gentleman i is of little . 5 
Without knowing the nature of the officer's com- 
munication, he only obſerved that the Duke was 
moved by it, The only inference we can draw - 
from this, as well from the Duke's. ſubſequent be- : 


„5 


* See Clarendon's Hiſtory, Vol, 1. Part I. Book I. 


hariour, 
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| Fi havjour, is, that what he hed: been told was of | 
1 important but unpleaſant nature. The particular 
fſubject of their diſcourſe is, in no reſpect, eluci- 
5 dated by either of theſe matters, and I can con- 
7 . ceive it was of ſuch a nature, that the officer might 
be deſirous of keeping i it ſecret, and that he might, 
after the death of the Duke, have invented this 5 
* ſtory, in order to ſtifle enquiry. | 0 
What the officer told- Sir Ralph reſpecting WW 
having mentioned to the Duke ſome particulars, 
HATE Þ were to gain him credit, is not inconſiſtent N 
i with any thing I have advanced, as it tends only _ 8 
* © to ſhew, that he was in poſſeſſion of ſome Ren 


* 


= and indicates nothing ee the nature of 
ke them. 11. N 

: I may ſafely therefore recur to my former aſl r- 
„ tion, that the the whole of this miraculous ſtory 
| reſts upon the unſupported teſtimony of the officer, | 
We have no evidence that it was mentioned to the 

| Duke. | It received all! its publicity after his death, 1 
| andwe have only a ſingle wirneſs to perſuade wh >» 

| that i it Was not contrived after that event had 8 „„ 
| peried. 4 
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FLEMING. „ 


Aer Tcli the 0 had been beheaded, | 
ad the government of F rance had aſſumed 8 
Poflican fon a Paſſage u was found in the wiitings * > 
EM cor | of —_— 


Jt 


„ 1 a 
- of the Reverend Robert F leming, whit h was con- Es 
fidered as a literary curioſity, Though it was 
written in the year ſeventeen hundred, yet it was 5 
abought to be remarkably deſeriptive of what had = 
recently taken place in that country. As ſome of 
my readers may not have ſeen it, and as others 
may have laid an undue ſtreſs upon it, I ſhall quote 
it, for the ſake of ſhewing that it does not at all 
go to prove, that its author often a prophet . 
Ipirit. „ 
- >. Fleming, Wing e hs: E firſt „ 
via, which are mentioned in the ſixteenth chapter 
of the Revelation, in ſpeaking upon that part of 
the fourth, which he conſidered as relating to fu- 
tore times, thus expreſſes himſelf : ﬀ—© As to the 
remaining part of this vial, I do humbly ſuppoſe, 
= that it will come to the higheſt pitch about, the 
year 17173 and that it will run out about the 7 
. © year 1794. So that there is ground to hope, that 
es about the year 1717, things may alter for the 
© better. For I 3 but hope, that ſome new. 
« mortification of theSchief ſupporters, of Anti- 
* chriſt will then happen. Perhaps the French. 
« monarchy may begin to be conſiderably humbled: 
* about that time; that whereas the preſent French 
« King takes the ſun for his emblem, and this for his 5 
* motto, nec pluribus impar, he may at length, or 
— Father his ſucceſſors, and the monarchy itſelf (as 


32 That i is, Equal to ſeveral, EB 
| 1 > leaſt | 


. 


"TY 


5 85 Kaſt before the year 1794) be 80 to acknows- 


«a ledge, that in reſpect to e e 


ce he is even Aingulis impar . « 


1 t will be obſerved by the reader, that Mr. F le. by 


- ming offers this paſſage to the world only as a con- 
jecture. He ſpeaks with modeſty and caution, and 
not with the confidence of a perſon pretending to 

preſcience. If therefore we allow theſe words to be 


s remarkable as has been ſuppoſed, the only in- 
14 ference we can draw from them is, that he was 


fortunate in his gueſs, and not that he poſſeſſed the 
Ppirit of prophecy. Indeed had the author now 


- 


15 been living, I am perſuadegſhe would have "A 
[6 amongſt the firſt to have withſtood the bold 8 


tenſions of our modern prophets. ' For though he 


Vas ſo happy in his conjecture, that it will bear a 
compariſon with any of the moſt boaſted predic- 
| tions, yet / when he publiſhed it to the world, he 
| Preface i it in the following modeſt manner.— 
«And 1 now, ſeeing 1 have marked out the time 
9 We are in at preſent, it is tirhe alſo to put a ſtopY 


« to our apocalyptical thoughts, ſeeing no man can 5 


pretend, upon any juſt ground, 10 calculate future 
cc times. However, ſeeing have come ſo far, I hall 
| Adventure to preſent you further with ſome con- 
4 jectural thoughts upon - this head; for J am far 


rom the preſumption of ſome men to 3 them any 
* higher char after.) ED . 


* wa; is, unequal to any one. 


— 


Ts 


Had Mr. Fleming been wrong in his conjecture, 


this would have. reflected no diſcredit upon himſelf. 


He commented upon the ſcriptures with an humble 
diftdence, and imagined not that he poſſeſſed the 
ſpirit of infallibility. His example is a model to 
future commentators. If they follow it, when they 


happen to be ſucceſsful, the public will give them 
credit for their. ſagacity, and when they miſtake, 


will offer as an excuſe for their — the difficulty. 
5 ihe * 


++ 


„„ $8CTION 
T 1 pernicious cage! uences of Yretending to a pro- 
TL e * e 


— 


8 1 have, in the Introduction, 81 en my 
opinion upon this ſubject, I ſhall n 
out further preface, produce ſome of thoſe hiſ- 


torical examples, upon which that opinion 137 


| founded. 


6 * WS SY 


THOMAS 600DWIN.. 


? * 


ce « 1 ilotſon told 3 > Biſhop 1 ec DW 


With 


ca week after Cromwell s death, being by accident 


« at Whitehall, and hearing there was to be a fait] 


© that day.. in the houſehold, he, out of curioſity, | { 


„C beech | | ent 
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went into the preſence· chamber 3 it Was 5 
ec held. There he heard a great deal of ſtrange 


« ſtuff, enough to diſguſt a man for ever of that 


ee enthuſiaſtic boldneſs. God was, as it were, re- 
' © proached with Cromwell's ſervices, and chal- 
© :lenged for taking him away ſo ſoon. Goodwin, 
who had pretended to aſſure them i in a prayer 


© that he was not to die, which was but a very f few 
te minutes before he expired, had now the impu- 


. © dence to ſay to God, T, vow nr deceived 15, and 


* 


cc Tye were deceived.. 


It would have become this pretended prophet to 
have acknowledged his fault in meddling with 
matters which were too high for him. The pre- 

diction had ariſen out of his own fanatical brain, "4, 


is manifeſt from the failure of its accompliſhment, 


and yet N Dis underſtanding i is ſo far perverted, that 


he wickedly perſiſts in declaring, that he received 


it from God. He even dares to tell the Lord God 


himſelf, that he had proved a deceiver, in raiſing 


expectations which he had not thought proper to © 


gratify. What is this but blaſphemy ? And what 
elſe can we expect from ſuch perſons ? It is in vain 


that we look for a ſcriptural. and well-regulated | 
piety from them, for it is not to be found. They 
are the dupes of enthuſiaſm and folly, and their | 
i; conduct is ſuited to their principles. „„ 


* Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Time, Book I. vol. I. 


p. 116, 117. 
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GEORGE BELL. 


Al the year 1760, much enthufiaſin rolled 


: amongſt Mr. Weſley's people i in London. Dreams, 
viſions, and revelations were honoured more than 
the ſacred ſcriptures. Theſe evils were encouraged ' 
by one of the moſt popular preachers, whoſe name 
Was Maxfield. For a conſiderable time Mr. Weſley 


was at a loſs how to act. He ſaw that much good 


Was done, but he ſaw alſo that much evil was inter- 


mixed. Mr. Maxfield and his companions appear- 


dd to be very uſeful amongſt the people, but they _ 
encouraged thoſe things, which are ſubverſive of 


the order, and contrary to ſcripture. At length, 8 


: Mr. Weſley reſolved to oppoſe their fanatical pro- 


ceedings, and the reſolution did him honour. » It 


would be well if thoſe who have ſucceeded him, 
would imitate him in this reſpect, as ſome religious 
enxtravagances have appeared amongſt the metho- 
diſts ſince his death, which are far from being a 
credit to that ſociety. 5 
One of the warmeſt ſupporters of the enchulialas -—IY 
which ſo much prevailed, was George Bell, a 
Serjeant in the Life-Guards, of whom the follow- 
ing account is given in one of the lives of Mr. 
Weſley.—“ He was at one time unqueſtionably a 


man of piety, of deep communion with God, and 


of extraordinary zeal for the converſion of ſouls. - 


7 38 i : 
E But he was not a man of 3 his imagi- 


nation was hvely, but his judgment weak, While 7 = 
therefore he hearkened unto the advice of thoſe, 7 


who had longer experience in the ways of God tan 
| himſelf, as well as more knowledge of the devices 


— #8 — — 


of Satan, he was a pattern to all, and eminently „ 55 1 
1 uſeful to his brethren. But not continuing to re- 1 = 
Y gard either them or his bible, he fell into enthuſ i! 

aſm, pride, and great uncharitableneſs; e 


took every wrong impreſſion made upon his mind, 
as a revelation from God, he at laſt propheſied, in 
_IÞ January 1763, that the end of the world would be 
| on the 28th of February following. Mr. Weſlfy on 
plicitly declared againſt this prediction, firſt in the + 
ſwociety, then in breaching, and afterwards in the > 
public papers. Bur notwithſtanding all he could, i 
ſay, when the day arri ved, many were afraid to go to 3 
bed at night, ahd ſome e about in the | 
fields, being perſuaded, that if the wor did not 
end, at [eaſt London would be ſwalt6 wed up « EE» 
an earthquake.” PF. 7 : S = 
Now mark the quel * Poor George Bell, „„ 8 
i * , = | 
continue the Biographers, © is till alive“; but he f 
e makes no pretenſions to religion. He hs been 1 
« for many years a deplorable inſtance of the danger J 
* 7e P 
© which ariſes even to tfuly pious perſons, from 


q # giving Pace | to any eee that does not 
* 


* Their Work was pats in __ 


( 7 


LS HY age with the ably: true wo the word of | 
ol Ged. 5 | | 


Venn ER, and tbe En- Monarchy. Mem. | — 3 t 


We all know,” ſays Mr. Halhed, ce that Sins 
11 [cc men are once ſteadily perſuaded of the authen- 

= « ticity of a prophecy, they are almoſt involunta- 

3 Nos rily led to perform their part towards its comple- 

1 tion}. I readily ſubſcribe to the truth of his re- 
Mark, and as he has given no inſtances to corrobo- 

< rate it, 1 beg leave to furniſh him with the two fol- 
lowing, which I conſider as caſes in point. | 


„ 


* In the beginning of the reign of King Charlies 5 

| the Second, one Venner, a violent F ifth-Monar- 
. chy-man, thought it was not enough to believe 
„„ © that Chriſt was to reign on earth, and to put the - 
Saints in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, but added 


4 to this, that the Saints were to take the kingdom 

et © themſelves, He gathered ſome of the moſt - 
— F furious of the: party to a meeting in Coleman- 5 =; 
© * ſtreet. There they concerted the day, and the 

manner ofptheir riſing to ſet Chriſt on his throne, 2 

| « as they called it. But withal they meant to ma- 
c nage the government in his name; and were ſo 

5 Formal, that they had Pepe flandards and co- 


Life of the Rer. John Weſley by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore. ” | | 
Book er : vt - 
2 Halhed's Teſtimony i io farour of Brothers page BY a. „ 
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. Hours with their devices on them, and furniſhed — 
„„ te themſelves with very good arms. But when the 


. day came, there was but a ſmall appearance, not 
| - © exceeding twenty. However, they refolved to 
e venture out into the ſtreets, and cry out, No king 1 
but Chiift. Some of them ſeemed perſuaded, 
ca, that Chriſt would come down, and head them. 
ec They ſcoured the ſtreets before them, and made 
« great progreſs. Some were afraid, and all were 
« amazed at this piece of extravagance. INT. > 
« killed a great many, but were at laſt maſtered by 
cc bers: and were all either killed, or taken, or 
een,  _ 

This is a ſtriking ee of Mr. Hathed's 
obſervation, and the nein will be found no 
13 9.10, T 1 20 

2 he duabeptifs i in the 8 ixteenth cs 


Wi 


i In this century, vaſt numbers of Anabaptiſts | 
atcted in a manner that was diſcreditable th religion, I. 
and hi ghly prejudicial to the intereſts of Pei, 19 
When they were informed that Luther, ſecondel 
by ſeveral perſons of eminent piety, had ſucceſ: 

fully attempted the reformation of the Church, 

they imagined tha the time was now come, in 
| which God himſelf was d dwell with his ſervants 1 in 


— 
« 


* Burner $ Hiſtory of his own Time, Book 1 vol. I, p. 2324 


= 
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an extraordinary manner by celeſtial ſuccours, and 
to eſtabliſh vpon earth a kingdom truly ſpiritual 
and divine. © Nothing was more clear unto their 


cc ſeeming,” ſays the great Hooker, * than that 


A New Jeruſalem being ſpoken of i in ſcripture, 
e they undoubtedly were themſelves that New Je- 


c ruſalem, and the old did by way of acertain figu- 


= c rative reſemblance ſignify\ what they ſhould both 
ebe and do, Here they drew. in a ſea of matter, 


cc by applying all things unto their own company, 
cc. which are any where ſpoken concerning divine 


te fayours and benefits beſtowed upon the old 


ce commonwealth of Iſrael; concluding that as 


« Iſrael was delivered out of Egypt, ſo they ſpi- ; 


ME, ritually out of the Egypt of this world's ſervile : 
e thraldom unto fin and ſuperitition ; as Iſrael was 
ee tc root. out the idolatrous nations, and to plant 


ce inſtead of them a people which feared God, ſo 


« the ſame Lord's good-will and pleaſure was no- 
e that theſe new Iſraelites ſhould under the conduct 
c of other Joſhua's, Sampſon” s, and Gideon's, per- 


« form a work no leſs miraculous, in caſting out 


NP violently the wicked from the earth, and eſtab- 


& liſhing the kingdom e of Chriſt with Ae li- 


. berty. 


Their progreſs 1 was bid . arch in' a very . : 
ſpace. of time, their diſcourſes, viſions, and pre- 


_ diftions, excited commotions in a great Fam of 


* nn to Eecllaftcal rag. ST 


| BE: 0 1 )- 
; Europe, and drew into their aa a prodi- 


gious multitude, whoſe ignorance rendered them 


eaſy victims to the illuſions of enthuſiaſm, 
Very many of thoſe, who conſidered themſelves 


as the founders of the new and perfect church 
about to be eſtabliſhed, imagined that they were 
under the direction of a divine impulſe, and were 
armed againſt : all oppoſition by the power of work= - 
ing miracles. « It was this deteſtable facti ion, that 


| 12 in the year 1521 began their fanatical work, and 


«excited the moſt. unhappy tumults and commo- 
& @ tions in.Saxony and the adjacent countries. They 
« employed at firſt the various arts of perſuaſion to 
< propagate their doctrine. But when they ſaw 
that theſe methods of making proſelytes were not 

; « attended * with ſuch a rapid ſucceſs as they fondly 
25 expected, and that the miniſtry of Luther and 


e other eminent reformers was detrimental to their 


. cauſe, they then had recourſe ta more expedi- 5 
F< tious meaſures, and madly attempted to prqpa- 
* gate their fanatical doctrine by force of arms. 


= They aſſembled in the year 1525 a numerous 


| | 4 army, compoſed, for the moſt part, of the peaſants 
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«of Suabia, Thuringia, Franconia, and Saxony, 
e and declared war againſt all laws, government, and ö 
1 magiſtrates of every kind, under the chimerical 
c pretext that Chriſt was now to take the reins of 


| © civil and eccleſiaſtical government into his wn 


8 66 hands, and to rule alone 0 over. the nations, . But 
RF. 5 ee this 


1 a 15 
5 ay 


. 


IF fhis ſeditious crowd was routed and diſperſed, 5 
ee without much difficulty, by the Elector of Saxony 
other. Princes; Munzer, their ringleader, 
95 ignominiouſiy put to death, and his factious 


12 2 <« and _ 


« counſellors ſcattered abroad in different places. 

1 
1 and turbulent fanatics, did not produce that 
« effect upon the reſt that might naturally have 

ce been expected. Even after this period, numbers 
«of them wandered about in Germany, Switzer- 
7" land, and Holland, and excited the people to re- 


Ilion by their ſeditious diſcourſes. They ga- 


together congregations in ſeveral places, 


+ Fe foretold th the approaching abolition of magiltracy, - 
ce and the downfal of civil rulers and governors ; 
- /; 66:28, while they pretended. to be ambaſſadors of 
- | be the Moſt High, inſulted, on many occaſions, the 


_ © majeſty of Heaven by the moſt flagitious crimes. 
. ſtands upon record a moſt ſhocking 


1 f « jnſtance of this, in the dredful commotions 


« that were excited at Munſter in the ie Fear I 533, 


ce by certain Dutch Anabaptiſts, that choſe that city F 


5 « 48 the ſcene of their. horrid operations, and com- 
* mitted in it ſuch deeds, as would ſurpaſs. all cre- 


e dibility, were they not atteſted in a manner that 
2 excludes every degree of doubt and uncertainty. 
A handful of madmen, who had got into their : 
N heads the viſionary notion of a new and ſpiritval 0 

D, * kingdom, ſoon to be eſtabliſhed 1 in an extraor- 
| | N ce dinary . 5 


- 


N * 
1 [1 
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f This bloody defeat of one part of theſe ſeditious 
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5 « dinary r manner, formed checkin into a ſociety, 


2 e under the guidance of a few illiterate leaders, 


. « choſen. out of the populace ; and they perſuaded 
. not only the ignorant, multitude, but even ſeveral 
among the learned, that Munſter was to be the 
LL ſear of this New and Heavenly Jeruſalem, whoſe 


3 4-286 ghoſtly dominion was to be propagated from 
| 1 thence to all the ends of the earth. The ring- 


1: Kaders of this furious tribe were John Bockhold, 
oy a taylor of Leyden, one Gerhard, With ſome 


"REY « others, whom the blind rage of enth uſiaſm, or the 


«fill more culpable principles of ſedition, had 
7-70 ae embarked j in this extravagant and deſperate cauſe. 
| "FE They made themſelves maſters of the city of 
Munſter, depoſed the magiſtrates, and committed 
1 all: the enormous crimes. and ridiculous follies, 
„ which the moſt perverſe and infernal i imagina- 
+ © tion could ſuggeſt. John Bockhold was pro- 
[Ee claimed king and legiſlator of this new Hierar- 
| - + 5008 ©chy ; but his reign was tranſitory, and his end 
4 « deplorable. * For the city of Munſter was, in the 
.- * year 1536, retaken, the N ew Jeruſalem of the 
Fa -« Anabaptiſts deſtroyed, and its mock monarch. 
DE. puniſhed with a moſt painful: and ene 5 
TT: . death.“ f 


oh * * r : 
92 3 LILY 
> 5 HE $4.98 &J 12 5 
* 55 8 2 


Aſter reading theſe accounts reſpotiing the F ifth- 


$8 7 monarchy-men and the Anabaptilts, who can ſup- 


„„ Moſheim's Eccl. Hiſt. vol. 2. Cent. 16. ect. 35 Part 2. 
11 of be Quarto Edition. | 
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„ not have pernicious conſequences ? I flatter myſelf 


| ; f 
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61 7 e 


| poſe tas” Aa like thoſe of Brothers, may 


with the idea, that his diſciples will never become 


numerous. Were a very conſiderable number to 
be perſuaded of the truth of his prophecies, EF: 


ſhould expect that they would have recourſe to 
arms to haſten. heir fulfilment. They would be 


for ſetting the prince of the Hebrews upon his | 


throne, and \though the efforts of ſuch fanatics 


would not be likely to be We, with the . 5 : 


ceſs they might wiſh for, yet they would be poſſeſſed *: 


wich ſuch a confident aſſurance ob ſucceſs, that te 


attempt could not fall of proving fatal to o themſelyes 
and a multitude of others, - : Tj 


This argument foe: hiſtory is is now «ext 25 . 
as is complete. I have preferred this indirect mode 
=. attack, from a ſuppoſition that it might have the 1 


| 5 5 a greater weight. Indeed J have been fo diſguſted | 


with many parts of the writings of Brothers and 
his coadjutors, that I ſhould think it an affront 899 

i. common ſenſe to take i up my pen, in order to refute 1 hos: 
- ſuch, groſs and | impious abſurdities. | 
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